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times five. The relative frequency of illustrations to text increases 
with each succeeding volume. For a total of 250S pages of text in 
the three volumes there are 2324 illustrations, all of high-grade 
excellence. While the text is absolutely necessary to a book and 
the illustrations are not, yet the greatest modern need is more good 
illustrations. 

The great fault of the old text-book and later the system was 
that the subject was too big for the space allowed, so that the 
active surgeon did not find his particular need in an emergency 
supplied or not with sufficient detail. The exclusion of almost all 
except therapeutics is an important step in the direction of over¬ 
coming this defect in the field in which the immediate demand for 
special surgical knowledge is most frequent. Thus we find 42 
pages devoted to the treatment of affections of the rectum and anus 
and 1S4 pages to that of the male genito-urinarv organs, the ten¬ 
dency being toward the special treatise or monograph type of 
treatment of each surgical field. 

This one-man system has fully justified and made a place for 
itself among the standard works on general surgery. The long 
accepted method of assigning each of the various parts to an expert 
in that particular field of surgery is here set aside for one in which 
an expert selects from the literature the best in every field anil 
resets it in easily digestible form for our ready use. It has already 
proved its value by the popularity it has won by its first two volumes. 


Tiie Blind: Their Condition and the W'ork being Done for 

Them in tiie United States. By IIarry Best, Ph.D. Bp. 

703. New York: The Macmillan Company. 

Those who are familiar with the author’s book on The. Deaf 
need no description of his thoroughness and well-founded deduc¬ 
tions. The present volume is essentially a book of reference oil 
conditions of the blind in the United States. The first part takes 
up the general condition of the blind, their health, their legal treat¬ 
ment and economic condition and the cost of blindness to the 
individual and the State. The importance of the subject to the 
State seems apparent when the total cost of the blind in the United 
States is realized to be nearly S31,000,000. 

The second part of the book considers the possibilities of the 
prevention of blindness due to heredity, to disease and to accident. 
The statement is made that, on the whole, blindness is decreasing 
somewhat and that a still further decrease should follow. 

The third part is concerned with the education of blind children. 
It is largely historical. Then follow chapters dealing with intel¬ 
lectual provision for the adult blind and material provision for the 
blind, their work in the industries and the attitude of W'orkmcn 
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Compensation laws toward the blind. Further chapters deal with 
organizations interested in the blind and provisions of the National 
Government for persons blinded in war. 

The work is encyclopedic in character and the author is to be 
praised for compiling in one volume so much valuable data. The 
book will prove invaluable to anyone at all interested in the blind. 

C. N. S. 


Pye’s Surgical Handicraft. By W. H. Clayton-Greene, 
B.A., M.B., B.C. (Camb.), F.It.C.S. (Eng.); Surgeon to St. 
Mary’s Hospital. Eighth edition. Pp. 639; 362 illustrations 
and 11 plates. New York: William Wood & Co., 1919. 

Walter Pye wrote the first edition of this book thirty-five years 
ago, describing “the details of surgical work as it appears'from the 
point of view of house surgeons and dressers in surgical wards.” 
In this the eighth edition it has been fully revised and new illus¬ 
trations and text have been added. Some chapters have been 
rewritten, particularly the one treating of war wounds and the 
control of sepsis. The author has been guided by the works of Sir 
Ilobcrt Jones in advising treatment of orthopedic cases. In addition 
to measures applicable in general surgical cases, there arc chapters 
devoted to the surgical specialties written by specialists. Among 
the miscellaneous subjects included in the work arc a brief but 
excellent chapter on the treatment of the teeth, treatment of poison¬ 
ing, of drowning, and the use of the roentgen-rays. The newer 
methods of treatment that properly belong within the scope of the 
book are included in this edition, but here where detail is needed 
it is somewhat lacking. G. M. I,. 


Outline of Genito-uhinary Surgery. By George Gilbert 
Smith, M.D., Genito-urinary Surgeon to Out-Patients, Massa¬ 
chusetts General Hospital; Member of American Association of 
Genito-urinary Surgeons and the American Urological Associ¬ 
ation, etc. Pp. 300; 74 illustrations. Philadelphia and London: 
W. B. Saunders Company, 1919. 

This work is one that should appeal strongly to the general 
practitioner, in that it draws a sharp dividing line between the 
diagnostic work which can be done by the general practitioner and 
that which must be referred to the urologist. 

The text is well written and all superfluous description is wisely 
eliminated. The statements of the author are those which have 
their foundation in practical experience. At the end of each chapter 
a bibliography of the more important articles is appended. 



